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BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES 
URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  OTHER  RECORDS 
FOR  1945. 


o 

S.  KNIBB  YOUNG,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

« 


Durham  County  Press  Ltd.,  Saddler  Street.  Durham 

1946, 


Durham 


October,  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Brandon  and  Byshottlbs  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen,  . 

1 have  the  lionour  to  prasent  to  you  ray  nineteenth  annual 
re|)ort  being  that  for  the  year  1945. 

The  death  rate  was  again  increased  and  is  the  highest  for  ten 
yeats.  This  is  quite  reasonably  explained  by  the  rigours  of  the 
years  that  went  before. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  again  shows  an  increase  and  is  the 
highest  for  nine  years.  . This  is  disappointing  and  will  receive, 
further  investigation. 

•* 

The  Birth  rate  is  up  and  the  best  for  ten  years.  This  is  the 
high  light  of  vital  statistics. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  very  low  except  for 
measles,  which  mildly  epidemic  does  not  give  any  concern. 

Tuberculosis  shows  no  . increase,  which  fact  I regard  as  indi- 
cating that  the  general  health  of  the  population  has  been  main- 
tained. 

» 

I again  record  with  pleasui-e  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
help  afforded  me  at  all  times  by  the  Comicil  Officials,  particularly 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff,  and  I acknowledge  with 
gratitude  the  consideration  and  interest  of  the  Members  of  the 
Council. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


S.  KNIBB  YOUNG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


s 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1945. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAJ.  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Areti  (in  acres)  : — 8,161. 

Regi.strar-Generars  estimate  of  resident  population,  1945  : — 18,270. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  : — 5,186. 

Rateable  Value  : — £59,395. 

Sum  represented  hy  a peniry  rate  : — £225. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Live  Births — Legitimate 

370 

190 

180 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

29 

20 

9 

of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population — 
21.84. 

Stillbirths — Legitimate 

16 

8 

8 

Rate  lier  1 ,000  total 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

(live  and  stillbirths) 
—4,3.17. 

Deaths  ... 

273 

157 

116 

Death-rate  ijer  1 ,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population — 
14.94. 

Death.s  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar. 
General’s  short  list)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths,  (live  and  stillbirths). 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  — — 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  — — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births 80 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  81 
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Illegitimat©  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  69 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  43 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  0 


Causes  of  Death  During  1945. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

ALL  CAUSES  

273 

167 

116 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  i 

8 

5 

3 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

— 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

9 

— 

Measles 

2 

i 

— 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  

1 

1 

— 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease 

43 

24 

19 

Diabetes 

5 

1 

4 

Intracranial  V ascular  Lesions 

24 

9 

15 

Heart  Disease 

83 

43 

40 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  

G 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  ... 

12 

7 

5 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

6 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  

5 

3 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

6 

3 

3 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

6 

4 

2 

Nephritis  

5 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

5 

3 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformations,  etc. 

G 

4 

2 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

2 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes  

6 

5 

1 

All  Other  Causes  ... 

33 

26 

7 

5 


Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods. 


All  .Ages. 

0— 

1— 

2 

5 — 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65— 

273 

32 

1 

2 

4 

8 

25 

G8 

133 

Notifiable  Diseases  Reported  During  the  Year. 


Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Nun 
•Adm 
to  Ho 

iber 

itted 

apital. 

Deaths. 

1944. 

1945. 

1944. 

1945. 

1941. 

1945. 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

12 

34 

12 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

14 

9 

14 

9 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

3 

3 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

l^eumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

Erysipelas  ... 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cere bro -spinal  Meningitis 

I 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

Measles 

84 

252 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Whoo])ing  Cough  ... 

36 

26 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


Ages. 

0~- 

1 — 

2 

3— 

4- 

5 — 

10— 

15— 

20— 

3.5— 

46— 

66— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

8 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deal 

hs. 

Pulmonary. 

Noil- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Piilmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  

1—5  

5—10  

10—15  

1 5—20  

20—25  

25—35  

35—45  

45 — 55  ...  ... 

55—65  

65  upwards 

1 

3 

] 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

Totals  . . . 

7 

7 

5 

5 

3 

2 

1 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) : 

S.  Knibb  Young,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole-time)  : 

William  Wilkinson,  Cert.R.S.I.,  Cert.  Food  Inspector,  etc. 

Clerk  : John  Mulhall  (on  Active  Service). 

Temporary  : Miss  M.  Steele. 


Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Over  Ten 

Years. 


1036. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

Birth  Rato 

15.17 

17.49 

15.73 

15.67 

17.27 

17.46 

19.00 

20.67 

21.26 

21.84 

Death  Rate 

13.35 

12.75 

10.47 

12.42 

14.77 

11.48 

1 .3.58 

12.68 

13.47 

14.94 

Infant  Mortality 

115 

54 

60 

75 

62 

55 

56 

54 

73 

80 
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Taule  Comparing  the  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Analysis 
OF  Mortality  During  the  Year  1945  of  England  and 
Wales,  etc.,  with  that  for  Brandon  and  Byshottles. 


Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Rate  pc 
Live  I 

jr  1,000 
lirths. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

All 

(causes. 

Diarrhoea 
& Enteritis 
under  two 
years. 

Total 
Deaths 
under  one 
year. 

England  and  Wales 

16.1 

0.46 

11.4 

5.6 

46 

126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  including 
London  ... 

19.1 

0.58 

13.5 

7.8 

54 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Esti- 
mated Resident  Popula- 
tions 25,000  to  50,000  at 
Census  1931) 

19.2 

0.53 

12.3 

4.5 

43 

London 

15.7 

0.40 

13.8 

7.6 

53 

.Aflministrative  Co\mty  of 
Durham  ... 

18.9 

0.70 

12.0 

0.1 

54 

Hrantlon  and  Byshottles  . . . 

21.84 

0.99 

14.94 

15.05 

80 

Water  Supply. 

With,  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  farms  and  cottages,  the 
fli.><trict  receives  its  water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board. 

(a)  Brandon  Village.. 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board,  as  previously  reported, 
is  now  the  resjxmsible  authority  for  supplying  this  village  with 
water. 

During  the  past  year  the  supply  has  been  adequate  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  occupants  of  the  three  farms  and  49  dwelling 
hou.ses  situated  in  the  village. 

{h)  Lvit  of  Farms  and  Cotiages  loithouf  Public  Water  Supply. 

The  undermentioned  farms  receive  their  water  supply  from  a 


8 

spj'ing  situated  near  Weather  Hall.  The  water  is  first  pumped  to  a 
collecting  tank  and  then  piped  to  the  farms  : — 

1 . Baal  Hill  Farm. 

2.  West  Brandon  Farm. 

3.  East  Brandon  Farm. 

4.  Standalone  Farm. 


(c). 


Address. 

Source 

of 

Supply. 

Remarks. 

Hill  House  Farm  and 
Cottages. 

Spring. 

1 . Near  house,  used  for  drinking. 

2.  Spring  some  distance  away,  used  for 
domestic  purposes. 

There  are  occasions  when  the  supply  has 
failed. 

Langley  Old  Cottages 

Good  quality  and  quantity. 

Johnson  Farm,  Brandon 

J)  99  99  99 

Stobb  House  Farm 

Hareholm  Farm 

f f 

99  99  99  99 

Ragpath  Cottage 

f? 

99  99  99  99 

Heslet  Farm 

>> 

Laid  into  Farm  House.  Good  quality  and 
quantity.  Supply  fails  on  occasions. 

Pit  House  Cottages  (4-) 

Upland. 

Water  upland  suiTace,  collected  in  storage 
tank  and  piped  to  these  four  cottages. 
Supply  fails  occasionally  and  water  is 
load  by  the  Colliery  Co.  (Messr.s. 
Strakers  & Love). 

Closet  Accommodation. 

15  Ash-closets  were  converted  to  water  carriage  during  the 
year. 

The  number  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  existing  in  the  area  at 
the  end  of  1945  was  as  follows  : — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  2815 

Ash  Closets  ...  ...  ...  2547 

Ash  Pit  Privies  ...  ...  ...  63 


Total... 


5425 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Messrs.  Waterhouse  and  Rounthwaite  have  been  appointed 
Consulting  Engineers  to  the  Ueerness  Valley  Sewerage  Schemes 
which  need  amendment  or  alteration,  and  have  been  the  subject 
of  Government  Inquiries.  They  are  also  investigating  the  position 
in  relation  to  the  new  development  areas. 


Summary  of  notices  served  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1945  : — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

written 

Notices  by 

abated 

Notices  by 

order  of 

after 

I.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

Notice. 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools  : 

Foul  Conditions  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Structural  Defects 

21 

— 

21 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 



Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  M ilkshops 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  ... 

— 



— 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

— 

.Ashpits  and  Privies 

10 

— 

10 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Waterclosets 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

House  Drainage  : 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  Traps  ... 

— 

— 

— 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Faults 

13 

— 

13 

Water  Supply 

6 

— 

0 

Pigsties 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept... 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 



— 

Totals 

57 

— 

57 
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II.— WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


Number. 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
Samples  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 
Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
Samples  found  Adulterated  ... 


III.— PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

NU. 

Nil. 


Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease... 

Schools  do. 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 
Convictions  do. 


2:1 

23 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


IV.— GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  yeai- 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets  . . . 

Do.  do.  Water-closets 

Ash-closets  do.  do. 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District  ... 
Do.  Ash-closets  do. 

Do.  Ash-pit  privies  do. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

15 

2,815 

2,547 

63 


Public  Cleansing. 

There  are  in  your  area  approximately  5,200  houses  and  some 
263  other  buildings  including  shops,  schools  and  other  premises, 
the  refuse  of  which  is  removed  regularly  according  to  the  capacity 
and  tyjie  of  receptacle  used  for  the  temporary  storage.  About 
5,000  premises  are  cleared  by  Direct  Labour  and  460  by  Contract. 

At  the  end  of  the  financial  year  the  Council  owned  a fleet  of 
six  waggons,  and  during  April  delivery  was  taken  of  another  Karrier 
Bantam  making  a total  of  seven.  The  fleet  is  made  up  of  the 
following  vehicles  : — 

Five  Karrier  Bantams. 

One  Bedford. 

One  Fordson. 
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The  latter  vehicle  is  twelve  years  old  and  will  not  last  much 
longer. 

Your  District  is  divided  into  five  areas  and  it  is  now  possible 
to  keep  one  waggon  on  reserve  to  deal  with  breakdowns  and  other 
emergencies  wliile  another  is  being  serviced. 

Twenty-one  men  ai-e  employed  in  the  department  which  include 
two  chargemen,  one  driver- mechanic,  five  driver-fillers  and  thirteen 
labourers. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
house  refuse  and  salvage  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the 
department  and  oixly  at  one  period  was  difficulty  in  collections 
exj)erienced,  this  arose  during  the  last  week  in  December  and  the 
first  two  weeks  in  January  ; the  delay  in  collections  was  due  to 
the  Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays  plus  severe  weather  con- 
ditions. 

It  win  be  seen  from  Schedules  I and  2 that  the  cost  of  scavenging 
has  increased  by  about  £859  representing  14.4%  on  costs  for  the 
previous  year. 

It  will  be  readily  appreciated  by  perusing  the  totals  column 
of  Schedule  1 that  the  increase  is  due  to  liigher  wages  and  a general 
increase  in  materials. 

Refuse  Di.sposal. 

Refuse  is  led  to  the  Council  refuse  tips  situated  at  Brandon 
Colliery,  Broompark,  Browney,  New  Brancepeth,  Ushaw  Moor 
and  Esh  Winning. 

The  principle  of  controlled  tip})ing,  as  far  as  circumstances 
will  allow,  is  carried  out  at  these  tips. 


Table  Showing  Details  of  Costs  fob  Scavenging  (Direct  Labour)  for  Year  Ending 

31st  March,  1946. 
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Tabi.e  Showing  Summarvt  of  Work  and  Costs  by  Direct  Labour  and  Contract  During  the  Year. 
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Salvage. 

During  the  yea!’  there  has  been  a falling  off  in  the  collection 
of  Paper,  Scrap  Metal,  etc.,  but  an  increase  in  “ Kitchen  Waste.” 

The  total  sales  for  the  year  amounted  to  £269  4s.  7d.  ; a 
decrease  on  the  previous  year  of  £69  13s.  2d. 

A schedule  showing  the  details  of  collections  and  sales  is 
given  below  : — 


Summary  of  Rbceipts  and  Expenditure. 


W eights. 

Receipts. 

Expenses. 

T. 

c. 

Q. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Kitchen  Waste  ... 

50 

17 

0 

0 

92 

19 

9 

Paper 

25 

15 

0 

0 

165 

1 

10 

Scrap  Metal 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

9 

3 

Bones 

0 

6 

3 

7 

1 

14 

8 

Rags 

0 

5 

3 

0 

2 

17 

6 

Bagging 

0 

7 

2 

0 

0 

11 

3 

Bottles  and  Jars 

0 

10 

4 

Wages 

132 

18 

5 

Rent 

18 

0 

0 

Cost  of  Waggon  ... 

25 

0 

0 

Petrol 

n 

19 

3 

Travelling  S.l.  ... 

16 

5 

0 

Donation  ... 

3 

3 

0 

Miscellaneous 

14 

16 

1 

Credit  Balance  ... 

47 

2 

10 

Total 

79 

12 

0 

7 

£269 

4 

7 

£269 

4 

7 

Dousing. 

Clearance  Areas. 

The  following  schedule  shows  the  number  of  persons  still 
living  in  Cleai’ance  Areas,  the  houses  of  which  were  condemned 
in  1935-36. 
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District. 

Street. 

Clear- 

ance 

Area 

No. 

No.  of 
houses 
occu- 
pied. 

No.  of 
Persons. 

No. 

over- 

crowded. 

Brandon 

S.  South  Street 

1 

1 

2 

Nil 

Brandon 

Ejist  Street 

1 

1.5 

57 

10 

Brandon 

Railway  Street 

1 

10 

40 

6 

Brandon 

West  Street 

lA 

12 

35 

8 

Brandon 

West  Street 

iB 

9 

21 

5 

Langley  Moor 

Front  Street 

5 

0 

11 

Nil 

Langley  Moor 

Front  Street 

a 

13 

31 

6 

Langley  Moor 

S.  School  Street 

5 

19 

63 

14 

Langley  Moor 

D.  School  Street 

5 

22 

117 

14 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

West  Terrace  . . . 

13 

10 

45 

Nil 

U.shaw  Moor 

Colliery 

Wilham  Street 

13 

13 

44 

3 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

Albert  Street  ... 

13 

10 

39 

5 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

George  Street  . . . 

13 

14 

64 

2 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

East  Terrace  . . . 

13 

11 

— 

34 

Nil 

SUMMARY. 


Brandon 

— 

47 

161 

29 

Langley  Moor 

— 

60 

222 

34 

Ushaw  Moor  Colly. 

— 

58 

226 

10 

Gkand  Total  . . . 

— 

165 

609 

73 

16 


Housing  —Post-  War  Needs. 

Houses  needed  to  rehouse  families  living  in 

Clearance  Areas  condemned  in  1935-36  ...  165 

Approximate  number  of  houses  .needed  for  fami- 
lies living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  re- 
turning sei  vice  personnel,  aged  persons  and 
houses  for  industrial  development  ...  ...  500 

Total  665 


In  addition  to  these  the  Council  have  earmarked  for  Clearance 
in  the  next  ten  years,  2317  houses,  the  details  of  which  are  shown 
in  the  following  schedule  : — 

Schedule  Showing  the  Number  of  Houses  Earmarked  for 

Clearance. 


Ward  or  District. 

1. 

1-2  years. 

2. 

3-5  years. 

3. 

6— 10  years. 

Centre,  South  and  East  Wards  ... 

540 

657 

474 

North,  Ushaw  Moor  and  Broompark 
Wards  ...  ...  ...  

146 

8 

142 

West  Ward  ... 

88 

30 

332 

774 

596 

948 

1.  Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  Grade  1. 

2.  Slum  Clearance  Grade  2. 

3.  Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  Grade  3. 


Post-War  Building  {first  two  years). 

The  Council’s  two  year  building  programme  is  as  follows  : — 


District. 

Permanent 

Houses. 

Prefabricated 

Hotises. 

Total. 

Brandon 

232 

--  . 

232 

New  Branciepeth 

20 

42 

62 

Usliaw  Moor 

166 

— 

166 

Esh  Winning 

— 

16 

16 

Waterhouses 

— 

12 

12 

418 

70 

488 

17 


Ambulance. 

The  Council  took  delivery  of  an  Ambulance  in  April  1944  foi- 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  Public  need  for  such  a vehicle  ; — • 

(a)  to  convey  patients  to  and  from  hospital. 

(b)  to  deal  with  street  accidents. 

During  the  year  291  journeys  were  made  to  the  various  hospitals 
in  the  area,  9 of  which  were  street  accidents. 

A recijjrocal  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Durham 
City  Council  under  which  the  Ambulance  of  each  district  under- 
takes ‘ Night  Duty  ’ Journeys  on  alternative  weeks,  and  when 
necessary  remove  case  from  either  areas  during  the  day  time. 

This  arrangement  has  proved  beneficial  to  the  residents  in 
the  Durham  City  and  Brandon  districts. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  Government  Controlled  Slaughter  House  at 
Meadowfield,  where  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  are  slaughtered  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  population  of  Durham  City,  Durham  Rural 
and  Brandon  and  Byshottles  Districts. 

As  previously  reported  the  closet  co-operation  exists  between 
the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Slaughter  House  Manager 
(Mr.  F.  Armstrong)  who  gives  all  possible  assistance  to  facilitate 
inspection. 

A Schedule  giving  details  of  carcases  inspected  and  meat 
condemned  is  appended  : — 
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Cabcasbs  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

f!arcases  inspected 

2,264 

341 

220 

7,950 

145 

10,920 

All  Diseases  except 
T.B.  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

7 

9 

Weight  of  con- 
demned carcases 

— 

705  lbs.' 

— 

382  lbs. 

— 

1,087  lbs. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

664 

57 

1 

40 

- 

762 

Weight  of  con- 
demned parts  or 
organs  ... 

5,240  lbs. 

477  lbs. 

3 lbs. 

289  lbs. 

__ 

6,009  lbs. 

Percentage  of  car- 
cases inspected  af- 
fected with  disease 
other  than  T.B. 

29.4% 

17.3% 

.45% 

.53% 

7.05% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases 
condenmed 

2 

4 



1 

7 

Weight  of  con- 
demned carcases 

1,277  lbs. 

1,991  lbs. 

— 

— 

130  lbs. 

3,398  lbs. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. . . 

222 

91 

. - 

3 



316 

Weight  of  con- 
demned parts  ... 

4,002  lbs. 

6,357  lbs. 

— 

27  lbs. 

— 

103861bs. 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

9.8% 

27.8% 

— 

.03% 

.680/„ 

2.9% 

Food  Inspection. 

Other  Foods  condemned  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 
Corned  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  1659  lbs. 

J3cof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^37  .. 
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Luncheon  Meat 
Meat 

Mutton  ... 
Sausage  Meat  .. 
Tongue  ... 
Casserole 
Meat  Roll 
Butter  ... 
Margarine 
Bacon  ... 

Cheese  ... 

Pish 

Prunes  ... 

Tea 

Jam 

Marmalade 
Lemon  Curd 
Syrup  ... 
Pilchards 
Lambs  Tongues 

Milk  

Pudding  Mixture 
Beans  ... 
Deasert  Powder 
Salmon  ... 
Stewed  Steak  .. 
Peas 

Eggs  


251  lbs. 


50 

21 


)) 


4 

6 

1 

3 

1242 

112 

33 

24 

280 

150 

8 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 


> J 


278  tins 


135 

111 

24 


ii 


5> 


15 


>5 


10 

1 

54 


doz. 


Fabms  and  Dairies. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  main  facts  concerning  the 
.Milk  Supply  of  your  District  : — 

Number. 

Registered  Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  ...  39 

Registered  Cow  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  39 

Farms  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  Nil. 
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Nrumber. 

Producers  and  Wholesalers  ...  ...  .5 

Producers  and  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  26 

Producers,  Wholesalers  and  Retailers  ...  n 

Producers  and  Butter  Makers  ...  ...  2 

Accredited  Producers  (included  in  the  above)  o 
Milk  Shops  in  the  Area  (including  shops 

selling  bottled  milk)  ...  ...  ...  20 

Retailers  not  resident  in  the  area  . . . 7 

Daii’y  Cattle  (approximate)  ...  ...  410 

New  Cow  Sheds  during  year  Nil. 

Farm  Inspections  during  the  year  . . . 255 


General  Observations. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  on  Farms  and  Dairies  has  been 
maintained. 

Pastbubisation  Plant — Milk  Marketing  Board. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  good  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year  with  the  erection  of  this  Pasteurisation  Plant  at 
Langley  Bridge,  Langley  Moor. 

The  Plant,  when  completed,  will  be  able  to  pasteurise  and 
bottle  10,000  gallons  of  milk  daily. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  plant  will  be  operating  earlj'  in  the  1947. 
Fish  Fryers. 

Of  the  seventeen  Fish  Fryers  operating  the  area,  fifteen  of 
them  carry  out  their  business  in  permanent  buildings,  and  two  in 
wooden  erections. 

These  premises  are  visited  regularly  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  conditions  found  as  regards  cleanliness  and  general  manage- 
ment have  been  satisfactory. 
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Factories  and  Bakehouses. 

There  are  thirty-one  small  factories  in  the  area  operated  in 
most  cases  by  individual  craftsmen  who  carry  on  the  trade  of 
joiners,  tailors,  blacksmitlis,  boot  repairers,  etc. 

There  are  also  nine  bakehouses,  two  of  which  carry  on  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade  and  the  remaining  seven  do  retail  trade  only. 

The  conditions  existing  at  these  premises,  when  visited,  were 
found  satisfactory'. 

F actories — Temporary  A cco mmodation . 

Two  local  halls  are  being  used  for  the  training  of  personnel 
preparatory  to  moving  into  two  permanent  factories,  now  in  the 
course  of  ei'ection.  These  factories,  when  completed,  will,  we 
hope,  give  employment  to  approximately  1,000  persons,  most  of 
whom  will  be  females. 

One  factory  wUl  manufacture  hosiery  and  the  other,  clothing. 
Housing  and  Planning. 

Preliminary  “ Esquisse  ” Layouts  of  new  Town  Developments 
were  approved  in  principle  by  various  Government  Departments 
for  the  establishment  of  central  development  at  Brandon  and 
Ushaw  Moor. 

Negotiations  for  land  in  furtherance  of  the  schemes  were 
proceeding  in  the  area  of  location,  and  the  Council  had  very  long 
protracted  negotiations  with  the  aid  of  the  District  Valuer  for 
acquisition  in  the  two  localities.  It  was  not  possible,  due  chiefly 
to  the  mineral  position  and  the  present  difficulties  represented 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  to  take  over  the  full  area  of  town 
planned  requirement,  but  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country 
Planning,  through  the  avenue  of  the  iMinistry  of  Health,  finally 
agreed  acreages  upon  which  the  Council  could  take  immediate 
steps  for  preparation. 
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Brandon. — Cleaianue  and  !iegotiations  were  completed  foi- 
ls.494  acres  on.  the  East  Side  of  Carr  Avenue  and  the  Council 
persisted  in  their  case  for  the  acquisition  under  Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Powers  for  14.925  acres  on  the  West  Side  of  Carr  Avenue, 
which  in  total  would  provide  the  authority  with  238  houses  for  their 
immediate  development.  It  is  noted  that  for  the  large  scale  town 
development  required  for  the  populations  here  of  the  Centre,  South 
and  East  Wards,  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country'  Planning 
have  been  able  to  divide  u])  the  full  acreage  necessary  into  groups 
which  may  be  cleared  for  development  at  period  intervals  over 
20  years.  It  may  be  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  a stepping  up  of 
progress  will  be  found  necessary,  due  to  the  large  numbers  of 
unsatisfactory  houses  already  e.xisting  in  these  Wards,  and  the 
problem  will  undoubtedly  need  re-consideration  at  future  years. 

Designs  and  layouts  of  the  post-war  schemes  were  completed. 
They  show  openness  in  planning  with  sufficient  reservation  for  the 
service  needs  of  the  community  and  the  proposals  follow  the  lines 
laid  down  in  your  preliminary  town  plan.  I am  satisfied  that  a 
very  big  improvement  is  to  be  made  in  the  actual  house  designs 
and  I am  particularly  imjrressed  with  the  paved  court,  frontages 
to  the  houses,  which  will  assist  in  providing  safety  for  children 
and  give  a more  healthy  atmosphere  to  the  living  in  general.  There 
is  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  space  for  all  families  to  have  their  own 
gardens  and  T know  that  your  .Architect  is  making  preparations- 
to  tree  the  sites  to  add  to  aesthetic  value. 

IJshaw  Moor. — Similar  jirogress  has  been  made  at  Ushaw  Moor 
in  regard  to  layouts  and  acquisition  of  land  and  for  similar  reasons 
the  full  scheme  of  town  development,  whilst  being  agreed  in  principle, 
was  reduced  to  short  term  clearance  and  the  C'ouncil  acquired 
19.78  acres  at  Whitehou.se  Lane  and  are  .seeking  furt.her  acquisition 
of  48.99  acres  for  a first  term  period.  The  present  acquisition 
provides  for  I bO  houses,  which  have  been  ap})roved  in  detail  layout 
and  type  scheme,  similar  to  those  laid  out  at  Brandon. 
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Number  of  houses  to  he  provided. — It  is  noted  that  the  yjolicy  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  is  not  yet  agreeable  to  commence  with  any 
slum  clearance  programme  and  the  whole  of  the  housing  at  present 
l>eing  undertaken  and  planned  for  is  foi-  the  shortages  which  have 
accumulf^ted  previous  and  during  the  war  years,  so  that  a stage 
may  be  reached  when  every  family  has  a home  of  its  own.  There 
are  on  your  list,  585  applications  for  houses  at  Brandon,  452  appli- 
cations for  houses  at  Ushaw  Moor  and  201  applications  for  houses 
at  Esh  Wimiing,  but  it  is  recognised  that  a percentage  of  these 
applications  will  be  from  families  afready  housed  m some  class  of 
property.  It  is  sufficient  to  note,  until  further  statistics  are  ob- 
tained, that  300  houses  at  Brandon,  150  houses  at  Ushaw  Moor 
and  100  houses  at  Esh  Winning,  will  be  provided  outside  the  terms 
of  slum  clearance  in  the  first  instalment,  when  the  matter  will,  no 
doubt,  be  reAdewed  again,  by  the  Council  and  your  Officers. 

Temporary  Housing. — The  Council  from  then  application 
received  an  allocation  of  70  houses,  which  have  since  been  allocated 
as  the  ‘ Tarran,  Mark  3 Type  ’ and  location  and  commencement 
has  been  made. 

Requisitioning  Properly  for  Living  Accommodation. — The  Coun- 
cil surveyed  the  whole  of  the  area  for  possible  property  for  con- 
verting to  living  accommodation  and  selected  those  (;onsidered 
reasonable  with  a view  to  providing  the  necessary  additional 
accommodation . 

Six  houses  at  South  View,  Ushaiv  Moor  were  purchased  and 
from  a very  derelict  state  were  re-constructed  and  families  housed. 
The  additional  provision  of  bathrooms  were  an  added  facility  to 
the  existing  type. 

Sixteen  houses  at  Ladysmith  Terrace,  Ushaw  Moor  were  re- 
quisitioned and  subsidence  reinstatement  was  made,  with  general 
repairs,  so  that  the  Council  were  able  to  house  a similar  number  of 
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families.  Advantage  was  taken  to  relieve  tenants  occupying 
dangerous  property  at  Ushaw  Moor  Colliery,  which  has  been  under 
Slum  Clearance  Orders  so  long. 

Two  hoitses  at  Brownay  Colliery  and  One,  at  Broompark  were  also 
requisitioned  and  provided  living  accommodation. 

Comme,nce,7nent  of  Schemes  by  Direct  Labour. — It  was  pleasing 
to  the  Council  that  during  this  year  actual  commencement  was  made 
with  the  Post  War  Housing  and  Development  vSchemes  and  the 
following  had  started  during  the  last  month  or  so  of  1945  : — 

Sites  for  Temporary  Houses. 

Roads  and  Sewers  Contract  for  : — 

42  Houses,  New  Brancepeth. 

16  Houses,  Esh  Winning. 

12  Houses,  College  View. 

Brandon  Colliery  Road  and  Sewers  Contract. 

Brandon  Colliery,  50  Houses  No.  1 Contract. 

Ushaw  Moor  Roads  and  Sewers  Contract. 

Ushaw  Moor,  50  Houses  No.  1 Contract. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  within  five  months  of  the  termina- 
tion of  hostilities,  the  Council  had  (iompleted  £9,500  capital  ex- 
penditure towards  housing  provision. 

Existing  Housing  Schemes. — ^The  Council  have  considered 
bringing  their  existing  housing  up  to  date  with  modem  equipment, 
but  a capital  expenditure  of  approximately  £78,000  was  cx)nsidered, 
in  view  of  the  arrangement  of  the  accommodation,  and  the  future 
life  of  the  property,  to  be  unreasonable  at  present  prices.  It  wa-^ 
further  thought  the  property  did  not  lend  itself  to  fitting  up  with 
ideal  equipment  that  is  provided  in  new  planned  houses,  due  to  the 
chimney  bretists,  positions  of  windows  and  bad  placing  of  doors 
and  a consequent  amoimt  of  wall  space  for  working  units. 
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General. — I believe  tlie  Authority  is  in  an  advanced  state  of 
preparation  for  their  building  programme  and  that  you  will  make 
very  early  progress  for  tenancy  of  houses,  subject  to  the  labour  and 
material  })osition  being  satisfactory. 

The  early  provision  of  houses  has  been  confined  to  three 
bedroomed  tyjie,  but  the  Council  will  no  doubt  have  in  mind,  the 
different  size  familias,  so  that  a variety  of  sizes  will  be  provided  in 
due  course.  This  together  with  the  variety  of  house  types, 
which  is  provided,  properly  aspected,  is  a good  contribution  towards 
relief  from  the  monotonous  and  I am  sure  that  continued  efforts 
will  be  made  by  the  Architect  to  provide  housing  on  modern  lines 
with  a variation,  so  that  under  the  development  we  are  planning, 
we  may  avoid  the  appearance  of  the  Council  Housing  Estate,  we 
have  come  to  know  so  well. 

Industrial  Development. — A small  trading  estate  has  been 
established  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  work 
of  providing  permanent  factories  has  been  undertaken  by  the 
North  Eastern  Trading  Estates,  Ltd.  An  area  of  approximately 
23  acres  has  been  given  plarming  clearance  and  the  industries  to  be 
attracte<l  wiW  provide  for  a large  proj)ortion  of  female  labour  in  the 
area  and  locally. 

Two  firms  have  agreed  their  willingness  to  commence  operations 
and  commencement  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  permanent 
factories  as  follows  : — 

1.  Woodhmise  and  Smith  {Nottinghayn),  Ltd.,  Hosiery  Manu- 
facturers having  a floor  area  of  24,289  ft.  sup.  to  employ 
410  persons. 

2.  Hirst  Thackway,  Lid.,  Raincoat  and  Clothing  Manu- 
facturers having  a floor  area  of  36,053  ft.  sup.  to  employ 
440  persons. 
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The  estimated  cost  of  the  above  projects  amounts  to  approxi- 
mately ,£82,(X)0,  excluding  site  works,  purchase  of  land,  etc.,  and 
commencement  has  been  made  for  nev'  buildings  on  very  modern 
lines,  canteen  and  othei-  facilities  being  available  for  Workers. 

The  opening  of  these  factoi  ies  will  .bring  a very  much  needed 
relief  to  the  unemployment  problem,  so  far  as  light  industrial 
labour  is  concerned. 


